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Radiation - resistant black fungus

Nearly four decades after the Chernobyl
nuclear disaster turned an entire region into
an uninhabitable exclusion zone, scientists
have uncovered something astonishing inside
the ruins of the shattered reactor. In a place
where radiation levels still pose lethal risks to
humans, several species of black fungi have
been found not only surviving but actually
thriving by feeding on radiation itself.
Experiments conducted in space have shown
that a thin layer of these radiation—eating fungi
can reduce harmful cosmic radiation, hinting
at possible future applications in spacecraft
shielding. If developed further, such biological
barriers could help protect astronauts on
long—duration missions to the Moon or Mars.
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