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China Launches Youngest Astronaut and Lab Mice

China launched the Shenzhouz1 mission on
Friday, carrying the country’s youngest astronaut
along with four mice. The spacecraft will now be
orbiting the Tiagong space station. It is pertinent

to note that the Chinese space station, crewed

by rotating teams of three astronauts, is the
centrepiece of China’s multibillion dollar space
program. The mission is part of Beijing’s endeavour
to send astronauts to the moon by the end of the
decade. The longterm plan is to build a lunar base.
What made the Friday launch interesting is that

the latest crew to Tiangong consists of first time
astronauts Zhang Hongzhang and Wu Fei, who, at
32, is China’s youngest astronaut sent to space.
The team was led by Commander Zhang Lu, who
spent time in space two years ago.
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