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Schools In Australia, New Zealand To Close

Asbestos is a prohibited substance in
Australia and New Zealand that can
cause several types of cancer when

its fibres are inhaled or ingested. The
sand products used in sensory play at
school were sold by retailers in Australia
between 2020 and 2025. More than 70
schools in Australia and New Zealand
were closed on Monday for cleaning after
asbestos was discovered in widely used
children’s play sand products. Recalls
have been issued for several colourful
play sand products after laboratory
testing detected traces of tremolite and
chrysotile asbestos.
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